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DUXBURY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
School Committee Minutes 

Wednesday, May 2, 2018 
7:00pm, Alden School, Rm. 104 

 
 
I.   Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance:  7:06 

Present:  John Antonucci, Tim Farmer, David Proule, Kellie Bresnehan, Julia Adams, 
Shannon Moesaa, Peter Quigley, Matthew Gambino (via skype) 
Student Representative: N/A 

 
II.   Approval of Minutes:  April 4, 2018 

Motion: Julia Adams 
Second: Peter Quigley 
Unanimous 
 
Approval of Minutes:  March 10, 2018 
Motion: Peter Quigley 
Second: Shannon Moesaa 
Unanimous 

 
III.   Public Comment:  No Public Comment 

 
IV.   Reports for the School Committee 

 
A.   Superintendent: 

•   Dr. Antonucci updated the committee on the hiring process of the Assistant 
Principal at the High School that Principal Jim Donovan is conducting and 
expects to finalize the process the end of May. 

•   Thom Holdgate and Dr. Antonucci met with Fire Chief Nord regarding Stop the 
Bleed a program that trains participants to stop bleeding wounds.  It will be 
incorporated into the 9th & 10th grade Curriculum. 

•   Dr. Antonucci reported to the committee that this year DPS has two students in 
the ICEI program at Bridgewater State University (Inclusive Concurrent 
Enrollment Initiative).  It is a fully-inclusive postsecondary program for young 
adults with intellectual/developmental disabilities.  With supports in place, ICEI 
students enroll in courses, take part in campus internships, and socialize with 
peers.  At the end of the year the students will report their experience to a panel. 

 
i.   Katie Kane, President of the Duxbury Education Foundation gave a presentation of the 

DEF Grant Awards.  This year the DEF funded 11 grants across the four schools.  The 
DEF presented a check to Duxbury Public Schools in the amount of $51,276. 

 
V.   Assistant Superintendent:   

•   Mr. Farmer reported that as a follow-up to the Digital Literacy Review, the 
district’s Curriculum Committee is meeting next week to explore the district’s 
current technology standards, review the 2016 Mass State Technology 
Frameworks, and explore the International Society of Technology in Education 
standards.  Dr. Klingaman, the incoming Assistant Superintendent will be joining 
that meeting. 
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•   A team of four Duxbury educators will be attending an SEL conference hosted 
by the Lexington Public Schools.  The objectives are:  to learn practices and 
practical solutions for developing a comprehensive SEL plan; to connect with 
other regions and share lessons learned; and to explore strategies for advocating 
for SEL. 

•   Mr. Farmer reported on projects for summer curriculum work:  reviewing and 
revising ELA assessments; teaching Common Core and Massachusetts 
Frameworks; develop the new Mandarin IV curriculum; realigning middle school 
science standards. 

•   Mr. Farmer reported on the administrations debate of the pros and cons of 
eliminating summer work packets at the middle and high school levels for math 
packets as well as any middle school ELA packets.  Summer reading will remain 
at both the middle and high school although there will be no beginning of the 
year assessment associated with this work and no packet of comprehension 
questions. Two caveats: The math department will have practice work packets for 
any student or family who wants summer work; the elimination of summer work 
packets does not apply to AP courses. 

•   Mr. Farmer reported on the new Education Evaluation System and the feedback 
surveys that every building administrator and subject supervisor sent the staff 
they are directly responsible for.  Student surveys to provide feedback to their 
teachers will begin next school year. 

 
VI.   Business Manager: 

•   Mr. Proule gave an update on the 3rd quarter financial report on the operating 
budget;  they have analyzed and projected salaries for staff;  three out of the five 
substitute lines are projected to be over their budget; co-curricular and coaches’ 
salaries are positive;  year to date review of Sped costs are within budget and 
they are monitoring on a monthly basis;  utilities projections are within budget;  
all 3 transportation budget lines are positive;  another financial analysis will be 
done after another payroll period. 

 
VII.   Student Representatives:  Jessica Murray introduced herself.  She will be a student rep on 

the School Committee for the 2018-2019 school year. 
 

VIII.   School Committee Chair:  Mrs. Bresnehan noted an article in The Clipper regarding the 
seawall and the impact on the schools;  acknowledged three DPS teachers who ran the 
Boston Marathon;  Reminder to all members of the School Committee that the Open 
Meeting Law applies to emails;  Attended the DHS Ski Banquet;  The Superintendent 
evaluation will be rescheduled  to June;  Mrs. Bresnehan addressed a letter to the Editor 
in the Clipper regarding level service funding this year;  Mrs. Bresnehan wrote a letter to 
the Town Manager regarding the SPED stabilization fund;  Mrs. Bresnehan read the 
MASC (Massachusetts Association of School Committees) bulletin resolution stating the 
Board of Elementary and Secondary Education opposes arming teachers. 

 
IX.   Discussion Items 

A.   Cheryl Lewis, Director of Technology, discussed the possibility of DPS adopting the 
Alternative Structured Learning Day Programs (“Blizzard Bags”):  The Massachusetts 
Department of Elementary and Secondary Education announced that alternative 
structured learning day programs are possible solutions to scheduling issues posed by 
inclement weather to meet the state minimum student learning time requirements.  The 
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consensus from the School Committee was that there was support to move forward with 
the planning. 

 
X.   Action Items 

A.   Vote to expend funds from SPED Stabilization Fund in the amount of $75,795.74: 
Motion:  Peter Quigley 
Second:  Julia Adams 
Unanimous 

 
B.   Acceptance of Ryan P. Schroeder Scholarship 

Motion:  Julia Adams 
Second:  Peter Quigley 
Unanimous 

 
C.   Vote to approve Exchange Field Trip to Spain  

Motion:  Peter Quigley 
Second:  Julia Adams 
Unanimous 
 

D.   School Committee liaison appointments:  Changes made to the School Committee Liaisons for 
the 2018-2019 School Year 

 
XI.   Correspondence, other comments, and issues for consideration at future meetings: Dr. 

Antonucci’s evaluation has been moved to June. 
 
XII.   Public Comments:  Betsy Gillis discussed her concern over the SPED Stabilization Fund and the 

recent unfortunate press coverage.  Her concern is that there is an understanding on the part of 
taxpayers that the SPED stabilization fund is in place to fund “unexpected SPED costs” that were 
not budgeted for, so not to cause budget deficits. 

 
XIII.   Discussion Items 

A.   Duxbury Police Department:  Chief Matthew Clancy, Deputy Chief Stephen McDonald and 
Officer Jamali.  Chief Clancy gave an update on school security post Parkland and discussed 
ways the Police Department can allay parents and resident’s concerns.  An anonymous tips 
line will be put into place, ALICE training, mental health aid, preparedness, lockdown drills. 

 
B.   Adjourn into Executive Session 

The School Committee will be going into Executive Session to discuss issues related to 
school safety and security which would have a detrimental effect on the position of the 
governing body if the discussion were in open session.  The Board will not return to open 
session. 

 
Adjourn:  8:48 

Motion:  Peter Quigley 
Second:  Shannon Moesaa 
Unanimous 

 
Next meeting:  Wednesday, May 16, 2018, 7:00pm, Alden School, Room 104 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Diana Murray 
Duxbury Business Office 


